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ing the top, although to accomplish her end she had recourse to all sorts of expedients.
Once she called me up on the telephone to ask if we would dine with her that night and go to the opera, "The Schonborns are coming/' she said (he was Private Secretary to the Chancellor). Being suspicious, and having to be careful on account of my husband's official position, I promised to send an answer later, and meanwhile called up Princess Schon-born to ask if they really were dining with the F.'s that night. " Certainly not," she said, " and I was much surprised when she rang me up just now to tell me that you were ! "
And so the little dodge failed. But I am told that before the war she had " got there " and that her dinners were among the most brilliant in the capital, the Emperor himself being among her guests.
In spite of the fierceness of his appearance, I always found the Emperor very easy to talk to. He was often in a chaffing mood and did not disdain to laugh at my jokes. Once I made some mocking allusion to his statue of Victory, which we could see from the window standing on her column at the end of the Tiergarten, with her finger pointing at Paris. " What," I said, " does that ugly stout lady represent ? "
" Ugly ? Stout ? " he gasped. " Why, that is my Victory! She represents our great triumph in the Franco-Prussian War."
" Well," I remarked, " I think she's rather improper. You should let down her frock."
The Kaiser was highly amused, nor did he forget my poor little joke, for when years afterwards my brother went to Berlin he said to him, "Tell Lady Susan my Victory is now in the fashion ! " This46                    ' INDISCRETIONS'
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